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for demanding from him large gifts ; if at any
subsequent period he should have a mind to take
another wife, the etiquette of the Court will stand
in his way; and still worse,if he be already married,
he will find himself obliged to seek a divorce from
his wife that he may obey the Shah's command.
The negotiations preceding the match must be
complicated in the extreme, and great must be
the excitement in the andarun before they are
concluded.
With one such household we were acquainted.
The husband, whose title may be translated as the
Assayer of Provinces, was a charming person, who
had spent much of his youth (much also of his for-
tune) in Paris. He was a cultivated man and an
enthusiast for sports ; a lover of dogs, which for
most Persians are unclean animals, and a devotee
to the art of fishing. He had suffered not a little
at the hands of his royal father-in-law, and had
withdrawn in indignation from all public life,
spending his days in hunting and shooting, in
improving his breed of horses, and in looking after
his estates. His residence abroad had made him
more liberal-minded than most of his countrymen.
He paid special attention to the education of his
daughters, refused to allow them to be married
before they had reached a reasonable age, and
gave them such freedom as was consistent with
their rank. They were two in number ; we made
their acquaintance, and that of the Princess their
mother, one afternoon in Tehran.